Appl. No. 10/734,938 

Amdt. dated January 9, 2008 

Reply to Office Action of October 16, 2007 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 
power management logic; 

an electrical load coupled to the power management logic and 
configurable to operate in accordance with any of a plurality of 
power states; 

wherein, if an operating voltage for the system is between two thresholds, 
the power management logic forces the electrical load to operate in 
a reduced power state; and 

wherein said electrical load comprises at least one of a CPU, a display, 
and memory; 

wherein the operating voltage is an output voltage of a power supply and is 
at a first voltage level if the system is connected to an external 
source of alternating current (AC) power and is at a s econd voltage 
level if the system is connected to an external source of direct 
current (DC) power . 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 further comprising a pair of comparators 
coupling the operating voltage to inputs of the power management logic, each 
comparator having a reference voltage different from each other. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2 wherein a first of the two thresholds is 
about 15.5 VDC and the other threshold is about 14.5 VDC. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 2 wherein the power management logic 
determines whether the operating voltage is between the reference voltages. 
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5. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the system comprises a 
computer. 

6. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the CPU is coupled 
to the power management logic and the reduced power state comprises a 
reduced average clock frequency of a CPU clock. 

7. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the reduced power 
state comprises a dimmed display. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein if the power management logic 
determines the operating voltage is above both of the two thresholds, the power 
management logic permits the system to operate in a full performance power 
state. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein if the power management logic 
determines the operating voltage is above both of the two thresholds, the power 
management logic permits the system to operate in any one of a plurality of 
power states. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein the power states are 
programmable. 

11. (Original) The system of claim 8 wherein if the power management logic 
determines the operating voltage is below both of the two thresholds, the power 
management logic causes the system to operate in any one of a plurality of power 
states. 

12. (Currently amended) A system, comprising: 

an electrical load configurable to operate in accordance with any of a 
plurality of power states; and 
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power management means coupled to the load for forcing the system to 
operate in a reduced power state when an operating voltage for the 
electrical load is between two voltage levels, said operating voltage 
being an output voitage of a power supply and said operating 
voltage is at a first voltage level if the system is connected to an 
extemaj_soy^^ 

voltage level if the system is connected to an external source of 
direct current (DC ) power. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12 further comprising means for permitting 
the system to operate in any of a plurality of power states when the operating 
voltage is not between the two voltage levels. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 12 wherein the means for forcing the 
system to operate in the reduced power state comprises means for reducing a 
clock frequency associated with a CPU in the system. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 12 further comprising means for 
determining whether the operating voltage is between the two voltage levels. 

16. (Currently amended) A power management logic unit configured to 
operate in a system, comprising: 

control logic that receives first and second signals, determines whether an 
operating voltage for a load is between first and second reference 
voltages based on the first and second signals and, if so, causes 
the system to operate in a non-programmable, reduced 
performance mode; 

wherein said operating voltage is an output voltage of a power supply and 
said I operating yo 
connect^ 
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and Is at a second voltage level if the system is connected to an 
external source of direct current (D C) power . 

17. (Original) The power management logic unit of claim 16 wherein the 
control logic determines whether the operating voltage is not between the first 
and second reference voltages and, if so, permits the system to operate in a 
mode that requires more power than the reduced performance mode. 

18. (Currently amended) A method, comprising: 

comparing an operating voltage for a load to a first reference voltage and 
to a second reference voltage; and 

when the operating voltage is between the two reference voltages, 
requiring a system to operate in a less than full performance mode^ 

wherein the operating voltage is an output voltage of a power supply and is 
at a first voltage level if the system is connected to an external 
source of alternating current (AC) power and is at a second voltage 
level if the system is connected to an external source of direct 
current (DC) power. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein the reference voltages 
comprise a first reference voltage and a second reference voltage and the first 
reference voltage is higher than the second reference voltage, and the method 
further comprises permitting the system to operate in a full performance mode 
when operating voltage is above the first reference voltage or below the second 
reference voltage. 
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20. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein the reference voltages 
comprise a first reference voltage and a second reference voltage and the first 
reference voltage is higher than the second reference voltage, and the method 
further comprises permitting the system to operate in any one of a plurality of 
programmable modes only if the operating voltage is above the first reference 
voltage or below the second reference voltage. 
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